
The Short Dressage Arena 

 

The short dressage arena measures 20m x 40m (or approximately 66 ft. x 132 ft.) and is seldom used in the sport of 
dressage today. While the small arena is used for primarily for training purposes, it can also be used for Introductory level 
dressage tests. The short dressage arena layout is outlined in Figure 1 above. The letters used in the small dressage 
arena are placed as follows: F, K, M, and H are 6m from the ends of the arena, B and E are placed 14m apart from the 
remaining letters and A and C are placed 10m from the sides of the arena. 

Standard Dressage Arena 

 

The standard – or long – dressage arena measures 20m x 60m (or approximately 66 ft. x 197 ft.) This arena is used for all 
dressage testing above the Introductory level. In addition to the letters found in the short arena, the standard dressage 
arena adds the letters R, S, V and P as shown in Figure 2 above. The standard dressage arena maintains the 6m spacing 
from the ends of the arena to the first letter; however, it spaces the remaining letters equally 12m apart. In the standard 
dressage arena, there are 3 primary 20m circles, short and long diagonals and 2 quarter-lines. 
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